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EARS Welcomes Special G uest Jim Gaines at Uptown

Recording Studio
Tuesday, September 28 " A7:30 P.M. i 11 P.M.
4656 N. Clifton, Chicago, IL T 773-271-5119

A Word from the Prez.....

"One day you turn arounand it's summer

Next day you turn around and it's fall

And all the winters and the springs of a lifetime
Whatever happened to them all?"

Fank Sinatra, "September of My Years" 1965.
(Gomposed by Jimmy Van Heusen and Sammy Cahn)

Now, call me a square (@vhatever), but this record is just ridiculously good, made like most records in
1965, with the orchestra and singer cut live in the same room. Frank was 50 in 1965 and at the peak of


http://www.ears-chicago.org

his powers. Thé& Q NdSswinging tunes about champagne or cocaine, h@tematically the album
contrasts the onset of fall and winter with the reflections and ruminations of a man who is entering his
golden years. Unlike my weak attempt here to use this song as a segue into the fact that it's September
and that summer is bastly over, the metaphor works well. But whether you dig Sinatra or not, you
should check out this record if only for tkeundof the recording. It is stunning in its clarity, separation,
depth, and tonal balance. The engineers and technicians who maslesitording really perfected what

is now becoming a lost art; how to capture a live band and singettrt@acR (or ttrack for that matter).

But enough kvetching about the end of summer and the demise of livettacR recording. It's time to
get down ad do some fun EARS stuff.

EARSs proud to present yet another installation in our series of "fexdéace” meetings with world
class producers, mixers, and engineers. (We say -ttadace" because we invite our guests into the
meetings using the marvef Skype).

Folks, we have a very special guest joining us at this month's meggiagkype), a muiplatinum,

Grammy winning, iconic producer/engineer and a true Southern gentlerivi, JIM GAINEY ou may

be familiar with some of his work on oh sagdks like... "FLY LIKE AN EAGLE" (Steve Miller Band) "THE
HEART OF ROCK N' ROLL" (Huey Lewis), or "THE GAME OF LOVE" (Carlos Santana and Michelle Branch).
He has many tales about the artists he's worked with and he loves to share them, much to our. dielight

had the privilege and pleasure of hearing some of these stories while working side by side with Jim for a
whole week at JoyRide Studio on a live record for Albert Cummings. | could hardly believe it when the

label told me that | was going to mix anchJdivould produce. In my head I'm saying, "Why am | mixing

this? You've goTHE mamight here". | was nervous at the outset but Gaines has such a disarming and

affable style, before long we found our groove and luckily | was able to glean a few trickthalovey.

Enough about me, Gaines' album credits include Miles Davis, Carlos Santana, Steve Miller Band, Stevie
Ray Vaughan, Huey Lewis and the News, Van Morrison, Bruce Hornsby, Journey, Michelle Branch.... and

many more. For a more complete list of MBaines discography visit:

http://allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sgl=11:0bfixqu5ld0e~1~T40B

ELECTION SEASON 2010
You heard right! As if in lock step with our U.S. nationialterm elections, it is time for the wayore-
fun EARS presidential nominations. According to the EARS Bylaws:

1. Nominations for the office of President will take place at the September meeting each year.

2. Any current member can nominate any otherremt member for President but both must be present
at the meeting.

3. Members cannot nominate themselves. (Duh!)

So come to the meeting on the 28th and let's start nominating!

| swear that | am not an Aboriginal Scientologist set on dismantling EARS.


http://allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sql=11:0bfixqu5ld0e~1~T40B

EARS BBQ 2010

We had a great one this year. Special thanks goes to our sponsors for the BBQ ..... Avid, Shure, Gepco
International, Guitar Center, and Music Garage! A big round of applause and thanks to Sam Rogers for
running 2 grills at the same time..a.virtual grilling machine. EARS welcomes our new members and
hope to see you again soon. Congrats as well to the winners of the raffle prizes.

See you at Uptown Recording.
Here's hoping for a pleasant Indian summer!

Sincerely,

Blaise Barton
President

And finally, a quick note passed on®ino SigismondiTechnical Training Manager at Shine;

Hello EARS,

This is a quick followp regarding the Shure Mic Listening Lab recording studio event happening at
Groovemasteron Octoberi® LG gl & 3INBFG G2 4SS (GKS LRaAAGADBS NE
really looking forward to it. Agou may know, Shure is producing this event in conjunction with our

friends at the Chicago chapter of NARAS. In fact, they were instrumental in hooking us up with
DNR2@SYlFaliSN 66KAOKTZT AF @2dz KISy Qi ofSHe guppbrKk SNBE = A
and assistance we have received from the Academy, this event is being promoted to their membership
FANBOD® ¢KAA Aa y203 K26SOSNE | aYSYOSNE 2yfeé¢ S@S
registration information very soon, anll be able to register at that time. After about a week or so, a

more general announcement will go out to the recording community at large, at which time registration

will be open to anyone. If both sessions on th® filtup quickly, that just tellsne we will need to get

another event scheduled, in which case | can almost guarantee that will happen.

L K2L)S GKIFIG Of SFNR dzZLJ a2YS 2F (GKS O2yFdzaAaz2y NBIIN
the details, but we were still in the plang stages as of a few weeks ago. If you have any questions,
concerns, or comments, please feel free to drop me a lineadto:Sigismondi_gino@shure.com

HH#


mailto:Sigismondi_gino@shure.com

RBNVIND EARS\nnual BBQ @ The Music Garage

(1) Sponsor signage welcomed EARS members and their guests atdineof the festivities; (2) BBQ attendees
begin gathering early!

August 31 2010¢ Annual BBQ@t the Music Garage Chicago

Before the BBQ, the was so much activity oihe EAR® 0S6221 LI IS GKIG L 61 ayQ
was going to overwhelm us or be a great success. Well, the shindig at the Music Garage Chicago facility
turned out to bea great successWe added many new members and reacquainted ourselves with
friendsweth Ry Qi &aSSy T2NJ I gKAf SO

The night started withPresidentBlaise Barton pulling up with a huge van and unloading more food and
drink then even we could finishTables, tents, chairs, and music were provided by Blaise and Music
DIF N} 3SQ& LINE R dnd Nomay. Pédpl¢ jus KeptItoming and at one point, | counted 65
people outside and | know there were plenty more inside the building.
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L-R-(1) Reid Hyams, Atty. J.B. Ross, and Hudson Fair, (2) Sam Rogers of Sweetwater was our very own
Flayand manned 2 grills simultaneously! (IheChowLine never ceasedhe food was delicious!

Sam Rogers (of Sweetwater inc.) was the busy chef for the evening doing most, if not all, of the cooking.
Burgers, brats, hotdogs, were flying off thafllgand Sam just kept on going, thanks from all of us. |
want to thank Blaise, Eric, Fran, Danny, and my friend John Leonard for all their help in making this
event easy on everyone.

Have to take a moment to thank our sponsors for their support to makehhppen: Chris Hammond
from Avid;Sam Rogerfrom Sweetwater Dan Scalpondrom Guitar Genter, Gino Sigismondand Dave
Mendez from Shure;Joe Zajacand Joe Burgerfrom Gepcolnternational. Last but not least, many
thanks toJim Giffordand Paul Normanof the Music Garage! Each of you helgedmake this a really
great, successful and enjoyaldBBQ.



(Pictured at kft): Eric Roth and Blaise Barton flank memb#&itan Sternquist,
who won the tee-shirt drawing.

2 2

Of course this night was not completatil we had a drawing for several

items donated from our sponsors. We made our way to a rehearsal
NRE2Y 2y (GKS (2L Ft22NJ FyR 6SNB NBII
(an early 28 century ragtime number no less) then, on to the drawingsth Alla Sternquist and Alex

Sarantis won teeshirts. The bigwinner of the night was John Christy who walked away with a Shure

SM27 condenser mic. Other winners wérave Duff and Jack Steinberg (Shure Headphares)Ywo

people got Gepco tool kits) Congratudats to all!
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68/31/2010

08/31/2010
Several musicians (John Christy, Sarakiggopoulis Dave Leach and Kerry

Hap3a G @ SR | FGSNJ 6KS RNIgAy3Ia (2 02y iAydzsS (GKS yAIKL
322R 2fR FTlLaKA2ySR 2FlY aSaarzyo LQY 3JdzSaairy3da GKS

' Lly ‘QB/BI/ZOLO 08/31/2010 08/31/2010
L-R, (1)Producer/EngineeBeBopé a 2 (12 6 Y ¢  a |, antPDayiny Ledke, {2KJohn Christy is happy with

his Shure SM27 condenser microphone, (3) Gepco representddiedBurgeand Blaise Barton congratulate
CrystalOlsonon hercable toolkit win.

Again thanks to Music Garage Chicago and alspansors for their support and to all our members and
guests who made this BBQ a very special occasion.

SHURE | AVID

N TERNATIONAL
Uitar
enter

--Bob Vodick EARSSecretary


http://www.shure.com/americas
http://www.avid.com/US
http://www.gepco.com
http://www.guitarcenter.com
http://www.musicgarage.com
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The lazy, hazy, crazy days of Summer 284\ begurto wane the onset of falling leaves, pumpkins at

the local grocery and the hint of inevitable snowfall promise that trulyhese blissfuldays are

numbered! But, before we begin t@placeour gardening glovewith winter mittens,f SG Qa G 1S I

at somethingd KI 6 Qa 61 N¥YX 6SGX .LDX 02tfRX YR 0SldziA¥FTdz o
few of the intricaciesin pulling together not one- but many -- shows aboardthe Tom Joyner

C 2 dzy R I Ahrugl FJANBASTIC VOYAGE!

Now in its 1Y year, The Fantastic Voyage Cruis€usually sailing in May
and travelling the eastern or western coasts of the Caribbdanan 8day music/arts/education
fundraiser¢ benefitting historically black colleges & universitiddBQ@Q & beld aboard one oRoyal
Caribbé y Ly ( S Ny largexhyigs.t | QtiesARGPecause,l) someof these sailing ladies are
approx. 160,000 tons equal toor bigger than your avegeaircraft carrier and2) nearly 3,000 people
sign on each year. The shipse equipped with restaurants, bars éubs, pools & saunaspasand
barber shops, &oyal Promenadé & 2 & 2dz Ol Yy & K 29TAGEgaloffe! DeeddindrddEnéJHO | Y
ship name Navigatorof the SeasAdventureof the SeasFreedomof the SeasMariner of the Seas
Liberty of the Seastc.) the individual venufroom namesmay differ but are situated in the same
general layout.

The largesperformanceroom isThe Theatre(seating 1,50@ 2,000) where headline actsave included

John LegenEM, ChakaKhan, Patti Labelldflichael McDonald, Ledisi, Maze featuring Frankie Beverly,

Erykah BaduSmokey Robinsomnd others;Studio Bor & 1t KS NR 2 Y { K(standirgidathid A S 6 dz/
800¢1000)cs KSNB GKS DI L) . FyYRQA& [/ KI NXIhbsharésfisthiogeWwithA & (K S
the likes of the Ohio Player§eorge Clinton &arliamentFunkadelic, andhe Dazz BandThe Viking

Lounge¢ home of jazz (smooth &traightahead) with performers including Roy Ayers, Najee, Miki

Howard, Lonnie Liston Smith, and Wayne Hendersdihe Pool Deckfeatures calypso, reggae and

a0 SLIISNDA Y dzhel . @us RFounhd Bdlaros,and SchobneriiBahost a variety of musiand

comedic entertainment nightlywith seminars and additional activities throughout the dayRoyal
Promenadeis the scene for thévlardi Grasand 70s Nightparadesand latenight 5 ® W@ at the

5 NJ 3 2y, gba cap pakyhdh until 5 a.mComediassuch as D.L. Hugley, Cedric the Entertainer, Kier

Spates, and Gary Owen; aBdd WR Q3 52 dza 9 @ CNFAKSD S yoR, arékiperallydaNg 058 2
rotated throughout the venue spaces.

So, the question isHow isAudio Productionstrategizedfor this weekf 2 y 3> &dzy NAaS G2 &d:
with at dzNJ1J2 AsSaKl@ear veteran of the Cruisein varying positions of Production Coordinator,

Assistant Engineer, Talent Wrangl€gnscientious Observeand hands?2 y & LINR26E £ @8aitell

@2dz GKIG Ad FAyQlh Slaeo YSSLI Ay YA y8RInitddkOeriier G KS O
shows, 810 Cubby Beaengagements, numerous City Festivals, and a plethora of &liar gigs¢
SIMULTANEOUSIWhile travelingON WATER



http://fantasticvoyage.blackamericaweb.com/

The real CHAMPION®ere is the Audio EngineeringCrew a team of dedicated professionals
coordinatedo & / K AE(esHAR GréerE ¢ S@ufddof Authorityprovides the P.A. and primary
Production.5 F YA I Y & { f AddBras Rrdductioaglidiana-based)handlesthe backline; Bill

Barnett (Perfect Earjand ChrisWeatherso [ A @S bl GA2y 0 NB GKS t NRRdzOGA
doubling on FOH and/or monitorg; SG NP a2 0 Af QaadzaNR E&ad NBOSNRAY3I IS
Danny Leakehandles ecording and mixingl RRAGA 2y £ & f Ra@S3HollR dabn@i X dz3 & ¢ Of dzF
Parkinson Byron Walton Clarence Toussaint Y R é8W H$#ligdZ Walker

Production begins roughlg or soY2 y 1 Ka LINA2NJ 6RSALIAGS (G KSonthis O (KLU
event, each ship has its quirks & idiosyncrasies, and each year seems to require a higher level of
competency!)Reach Media; the Texashased outfitthat produces this shindig on behalf of tHem

Joyner Foundatiorg developsand distributes the talet roster. But, before any music is made; before

the " YAO A& LI dAISR Ay>IX (KS &KALI ¥dui & pignSasqaei NI y & F 2
appearance(i KI & A a w2el f ) toNhip GlIBK g4ultskOnly Pafty! NBrorfood

selectins (chicken wings, fried fisinot sauce and ye&reakfast grits) antibations (extra Crown Royal,

pleas§ to in-cabin televisionprogramming (repeats ofintaged { 2 dzf  Gdéd Tinyeg 5 A @n¥ Q
{GNR1S&¢ | YR { LA 1 Smeitiéh&d miisic brygiammirig2 theiskiSnow HaL akiB,

urban,a 296022t ¢ @A 06SH

By the time the crew has landed in the city of demarcatioggpically Miami¢ they have a fairly good
idea of how things willprogresq Y C2f { aXKSNB ¢S 32X

Day 1¢ Loadln ¢ at 8 am., on the day of travel, the Crew begins bringing aboard and setting up all
necessarygearO2y a2t Sax NI Ol1az YA1S aeaidsSvyasz NBO2NRAy3 13
being done(to the concerned stares of departing passengers from thevipus voyage), ttransformg

in look, sound & feef the ship toThe Fantastic VoyageAccomplished with military precision, this

process is not without its glitchesone year, torrential rains on Day 1 soaked much of the gear and

found me rounding upair dryersand towelsfor the 2hour drying process!

L-R: (1) T Platinum Theatre and equipment liff2) Timothy Powell on Theatre stage w/backline (3) Platinum
¢CKSIFGNB wSO2NRAY3I w22Y o05lyyeQa K2YS lgl@& FTNBY K2YS 4K,

Day 1¢ 4:15 p.m ¢ Most of the setup is in final completion, only to be interrupted by the mandatory
Maritime Lawenforced MUSTER DRILL (where all aboard must gather on deck in life jackets to learn
how to board the 24 or so life rafts that will save all 3,000 of wwent of an icebergd ) After the Drill,

sound checks beginalroomsT 2 NJ 4 Kl & S@SyAy3Qa LISNF2NXIyOSao

Day 1¢ 5 p.m.c BON VOYAGK, Athh - ¢ KS aSF oNBST SXiUKS GlFy3aaySaa
Y A y d&ll fa¥sengerare aboard(and most onthe pool deck)as we ship out. But, the Crei still
workingandwill have to waitg some until 2 or 3 a.nt, to gather their luggage and check into cabins.



Day 1¢ 9 p.m ¢ The f' shows begin.The Theatrds boasting both 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. showiing
Crown, Boleros, Schooner Baand Lotusare all running simultaneouslyf G dzR AsBowcaggh@gins at
2am;ans NI 32 yaay @ AOBLclgp daydx® LGQa oSSy | f2y3 RIE&H

Days 27 ¢ Days begin early and are a constant process of runningnoes for shows, sourchecks

and fixes. [ SGQ&a I a2 7T presdadonsih Weverdllrodbrish Which include/ KA OF 32 Q&
irrepressibleGeorge Daniel$osting hisé { G S LI / +elpSseéniinars, BoSK réviews/discussions, and

comedy showcasesOnDay 3 the Mardis Gras Parad@nly in New Orleans will you findoéggerone!)

is held on the Royal PromenadAudioDays roll ito Audio Nights with a continuation of performances
inallvenuerooms NG G& &dFyRFNR FI AN xaaptiofy OS 6SQNBE NRffAy3

Day4 ¢ 8 am. ¢ Beach Party ¢ S Q @ Son R gridteSsfand (owned by Royal Caribbeamg- P
assignedjeard G K G KI & 0 S8y NIKSAIOKY R 42 ifoffdBhded rid kdgifor heS O1 M0
annual beach party By 5 p.m., the P.Ayear will be wrapped and #®aded on tendewesseldor the
returntotheY I Ay & a I. YA this tithé& arbhdard performances in all rooms--resume.

(L-R) L Acoustics Kudo line array speaker system used in the main theater for the Fant&syiege (2) More
than 1,500 people enjoy the entertainment on White Night aboard Fantastic Voyage

(1) Monitor Engineer Paul Abrams in Studio(B) Studio B monitorconsole(3) the Funk AlStars inStudio B

Day 5¢ Evening Performances: f f A& 3I2Ay 3 A4 SHEA WBIQIKES dile A y a2 N
the passengers are heaved (bad choice of words!) from Port to Starboard (right & left sides of the vessel)

the Mighty Audio Crew remains steady and sfoeted ¢ aided, no doubt, byliberal doses of
Dramamine! Seriously though,2 YS 2F GKSA&S 3Idzza g2y Qi aSS I odzy/|
Studio Band5 NJ- 3 2 y; &d@ up farid fuhing until at least 3:80d 5 a.m., respectively



